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Headline summary and agreed action points of
OLD CITY TRADERS’ & BUSINESS FORUM NO. 16
	Venue:  
	Church of St John the Baptist, Broad Street



	Date : 
	Tuesday, 10th September 2013 


	Time:
	6.00 – 8.00pm



	Attendees & Apologies:
	see end of document



	AP
	Summary and agreed actions
	Who?
	By When?

	1


	Welcome, Introductions, Apologies, Agenda Review 
Scene set by Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol (DB)
· All thanked for attending and Emma Brown from the Churches Conservation Trust for hosting.
· Agenda approved.
	Info

	

	2


	Intro to St John the Baptist and The Churches Conservation Trust
by Emma Brown, The Churches Conservation Trust

Emma provided intro to St John the Baptist and The Churches Conservation Trust.

More info:  http://www.visitchurches.org.uk/Ourchurches/Completelistofchurches/Church-of-St-John-the-Baptist-Bristol-Bristol/

	Info

	

	3
	Old City Public Realm Improvements; update 

by Terry Bullock and Vicky Welchman, BCC
Corn Street pedestrianisation
· Weekend pedestrianisation of Corn Street started 24/25 August. Initially putting cones across above St Nicholas Street junction to highlight change. Positive response so far. Little contravention whilst cones in place, but some vehicles coming through Sunday evening, mostly private cars. Monitoring situation to see if further action needed.
· Businesses are not yet taking advantage of the new space. Monitoring situation.
· Trees, planters and other minor improvements to be undertaken this autumn.  Looking at introducing new power points to facilitate events and markets.

· BCC to proceed with TRO to remove parking from Corn Street at all times and limit loading to morning and evening windows. 

Further traffic/parking reduction options

· Consulting on a package of possible changes to reduce rat running and traffic/parking in the Old City. 
· Please complete feedback questionnaire circulated together with these minutes and return to citydesigngroup@bristol.co.uk by end September.

· To be discussed at next meeting.

Gateways
· Detailed design work is progressing for St Stephens Street, Broad Street and The Pithay. 

· St Stephens Street entrance design being developed in collaboration with the Baldwin Street cycling improvements, to ensure they complement each other. 
· Cycling improvement scheme and latest gateway design on Consultation Finder: https://www.citizenspace.com/bristol/city-development/baldwin-street-cycle-safety-fund-scheme/consult_view 

      Although consultation now “closed”, BCC is still encouraging feedback 
      as soon as possible. Please comment

· St Stephen’s Street gateway – start of works on site planned for spring/summer 2014. 

Decluttering
· CCTV cameras

· BCC waiting for confirmation from owner for relocation from Corn Street pedestrianised area onto corner of “Trailfinders”.

· Seeking to relocate High Street CCTV onto a lighting column - tbc.  

· BT phoneboxes

· 22 phone boxes will be removed across city centre, including those behind the trees on Wine Street and on the corner of Clare Street/Marsh Street. 
· Under the planning permission 9 new ones including advertising panels will be installed, including Clare Street/Marsh Street corner, Baldwin Street and Wine Street. 

· Street lighting

· 2 more street lights due to go in on buildings in Clare Street. BCC waiting for wayleaves to be signed by building owners. 
· Also assessing best option for better lighting in Leonard Lane.

· Waste 

· Streetscene Enforcement Team due to start audit of existing trade waste operations in September.
· If anyone is aware of businesses dumping rubbish please inform BCC (Vicky Welchman).
· Deep clean and wash of area carried out recently.
More info: vicky.welchman@bristol.gov.uk
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	4
	Old City traditional shop signs; proposal 
by Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol
Eva presented a proposal and examples for traditional hanging signs for shops and businesses.

The rationale behind it is to replace some of the unattractive signs, clutter and A-boards with attractive handcrafted signs to help defining the identity of the area and conform with BCC shop front guidelines.

Specs of the proposed signs:
· Wrought iron 

· Usually based on silhouettes or profiles (in styles of bohemian Europe)

· Individually designed

· Powder coated

· Can be coloured or enamelled

· Cost per sign between £200-300 (which is unbelievably good value!)
· Group discount for 5 or more signs (approx. 20-25%)

· Manufacturer www.metalhangingsigns.co.uk in Wales 

Apart from Listed Building Consent (which is free) the signs would require advertising consent for an application fee of usually £110. However, BCC indicated that if businesses came up with a group application this could probably be treated as a single application, particularly if the signs were of a similar style.

5 businesses showed interest in the signs.

Eva to establish which businesses in Old City would be interested in such a sign and convene a meeting with them to discuss next steps.
Please let eva.stuetzenberger@destinationbristol.co.uk know if you are interested.
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	5
	1. Old City animation strategy; discussion
BCC is considering various ways of animating Corn Street following the introduction of weekend pedestrianisation.

Activities considered:
· Special events

· Street entertainers

· Markets

· Demonstrations
Businesses encouraged to consider outdoor seating (might require licence) and other forms of “spilling into the street”. 

Further info and questions re licenses: vicky.welchman@bristol.gov.uk 
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	6
	2. Old City Walking Route; update 

by Tim Higgins, St Stephens & Alan Morris, Bristol Civic Society

£10k funding won for Old City “history trail leaflet” and interpretation feature(s), developed by Bristol Civic Society, St Stephens and Centrespace.

Following a suggestion at the last traders’ meeting a “test walk” of the proposed route took place on 19th August. This generated lots of constructive feedback which is being incorporated in the further development of the trail.

Group highlighted the importance of supplementary electronic media such as mobile phone apps and website.

Peter Fleming from UWE offered support and expertise in the further development of the trail.

More info: city.canon@bristol-cathedral.co.uk
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	7
	New Bridewell; development proposal
by Mark Tyrrell, Deeley Freed Estates and James Wainwright, AWW Architects

The Watkin Jones Group has submitted pre-application for redevelopment of the New Bridewell site, to provide a new mixed use development comprising of purpose built, managed student accommodation with ground floor commercial, active and semi-active uses. 

Proposal was explained and plans and drawings presented.

In a lively discussion the group raised concerns re the impacts of the scheme on neighbouring areas and businesses.

Mark and James to consider input and inform group re next stages of consultation and submission of full planning application, planned for end October 13.

For more info and comments contact Avril Baker Consultancy: 
info@abc-pr.co.uk
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	8
	Bristol Pound; update

by Michael Lloyd-Jones, Bristol Pound
Bristol Pound scheme is going from strength to strength as it approaches its first anniversary on 19th September.

Numbers are growing strongly, and local traders who are signed up are very positive about being a part of the scheme. 
To open an account register here to be sent application forms and instructions: http://bristolpound.org/signup-business. 

More info: mike@bristolpound.org
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	INITIATIVES/CAMPAIGNS

YourStreet gift card

Unique gift card scheme for independent retailers. 

More info: www.yourstreetgiftcards.com
or contact Imogen McIntosh and Anne-Louis Perez at contactus@yourstreetgiftcards.com
Bristol Indie Campaign “Trading Tales and Shopping Stories”

Competition to find Bristol’s favourite local independent businesses.
More info:
http://bristolindependents.co.uk/trading-tales-and-shopping-stories-competition/
MyHigh.St

E-commerce platform for local businesses

More info: http://myhigh.st/#!/bristol-old-city or contact Louis Agabani at la@myhigh.co.uk
Please make use of these interesting initiatives, as they could provide real benefit to your businesses by generating additional footfall, PR and a competitive advantage.
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	10
	AOB

Bristol Old Vic

Group welcomed Jason Barnes from Bristol Old Vic, who would like to engage further with the Old City Traders’ & Business Group.

Old City identity – Logo, leaflet, website

· Logo: Please use in all Old City related communication. 

· Leaflet: 10,000 copies reprinted. Please distribute widely. 
To obtain further leaflets or copy of logo contact eva.stuetzenberger@destinationbristol.co.uk
· Website: www.BristolOldCity.co.uk 

· Twitter: @BristolOldCity

· Facebook: www.facebook.com/BristolOldCity 

Please upload your businesses and follow Old City on Facebook and twitter.

More info or to submit news/events: margaret@bristololdcity.co.uk 
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	11

	Date of next meeting
Tuesday, 15th October, 6pm, The Birdcage

	All
	15.10.13
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	Alan Morris, Bristol Civic Society

Alan White, Guilberts

Caroline Bowler, Stanfords

Emma Brown, The Churches Conservation Trust

Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol

Fred Wyatt, Bridewell Space

Jason Barnes, Bristol Old Vic

Lynn Andres, Guy Fawkes Hair & Beauty

Margaret Stewart, Eddisons

Mark Edmundson, Start The Bus

Mark Wolff, Mr Wolf’s

Michael Lloyd-Jones, Bristol Pound

Peter Fleming, UWE

Philippa Bramley, Bramley Pope Opticians

Rose Watkins, Kalahari Moon

Steve Morris, BCC Markets 
Steve Sliney, CollectEco

Teresa Tallo, Europa Restaurant

Terry Bullock, BCC

Tim Higgins, St Stephen’s 
Trevor Osborne, The Trevor Osborne Group
Vicky Welchman, BCC
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	Carla Brooks, Brooks Guesthouse

Chris Odiorne, Seamus O’Donnell’s

Dave Gorham, The Men’s Room

David Jackson, Police

David Sheridan, Wards Solicitors

Eleanor Glover, Centrespace

Georgina Haslam, The Birdcage

Joe Wheatcroft, Source

John Griffin

John Hirst, Destination Bristol

Lauren Harvey, The Birdcage

Lynn Griffin

Mark Kelly, Grand Thistle

Megan Witty, Guildhall Arts Centre

Rick Woodland, Police

Sally Daniels, Centrespace
Zoe Sear, BCC 


Eva Stuetzenberger, 13.09.13
