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Headline summary and agreed action points of
OLD CITY TRADERS’ & BUSINESS FORUM NO. 19 
	Venue:  
	Café Revival, 56 Corn Street


	Date : 
	Tuesday, 21st January 2014 


	Time:
	6.00 – 8.00pm



	Attendees & Apologies:
	see end of document



	AP
	Summary and agreed actions
	Who?
	By When?

	1
	1. Welcome, Introductions, Apologies, Agenda Review 

1. by Eva Stuetzenberger

All thanked for attending and Mark Rind for hosting
Housekeeping

Introductions & Apologies

Agenda approved

	Info


	

	2
	2. Welcome and intro from Café Revival 

by Mark Rind, Café Revival

Mark introduced changes and new evening opening hours for Café Revival, Bristol’s oldest coffee house.
For details please see http://revivalcafebristol.co.uk/

	Info
	

	3
	3. Old Vic development plans 

by Jason Barnes, Communications Director Old Vic 
and Emma Stenning, Executive Director Old Vic
Bristol Old Vic is seeking planning permission to improve and open up the theatre's public areas with an exciting refurbishment of foyer, public spaces and Studio theatre, to be completed in 2016, the theatre's 250th anniversary year.
Jason Barnes presented the plans.

Planning application and listed building consent are available for comment under:
Planning Application : http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=MWK3PGDN06900
 

Listed Building Consent : http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do;jsessionid=DDF9769F6C5A8CA8BA28C237F18AE41B?action=firstPage
More info: http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/redevelopment.html

	Info
	

	4
	4. Public Realm and Metrobus update 

by Vicky Welchman and John Richfield, BCC
Old City Public Realm works

Broad St speed table/ The Pithay one-way down - Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO) have been advertised. Statutory consultation period ends 7th/14th February respectively. 

Assuming no objections are received this would allow work to start this spring. BCC will also be doing some work to improve the stone paving in the currently pedestrianised area and egress onto Corn Street. 

St Stephens St – proceeding in collaboration with Baldwin St cycling scheme. BCC trying to resolve bin issues etc. Hoping to start in spring.

MetroBus

BCC City Design Group have been working on the redesign of The Centre associated with the introduction of Metrobus. Scheme removes general traffic from Colston Avenue East, creating the opportunity for large new public space fronting Electricity House. This offers great potential benefits for Old City, especially with the relocation of the taxi rank outside St Stephens House, which will encourage people to walk down from Corn St and encourage frontage activity on Colston Avenue East/ Quay Head. Minor traffic changes to Old City will be needed e.g. service traffic only will be allowed into St Stephens St from Quay St.

Planning application due to be submitted February 2014. 

More info: vicky.welchman@bristol.gov.uk 

	BCC

BCC

BCC

Info

BCC


	07.02.14

14.02.14

Spring14

Spring14

Feb 14

	5
	5. Old City Walking Guide update 
by Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol
· £10k funding won for Old City “history trail leaflet” and interpretation feature(s), developed by Bristol Civic Society, St Stephens and Centrespace.

· Leaflet in final design stage - completion expected February 2014.
· Launch event and supplementary media currently being considered.
· Further info to follow.
More info: sally@tangentfield.co.uk

	Info

Centre-space

Eva


	Feb 14

04.03.14

	6
	6. Shop sign update 

by Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol

· 8 Old City businesses interested. 

· All put in touch with manufacturer www.metalhangingsigns.co.uk, David Evans, to develop design drawings.

· Manufacturer to work with businesses to agree and develop individual designs, sizes and pricing. 
· Please get in touch with David gate_maker_art@yahoo.co.uk to finalise your designs. 

· Once all designs are developed we will submit advertising consent for the area, including all 8 businesses. (NB: We are the first case in Bristol where BCC has agreed to submit just one single consent for the whole area, thus only incurring the cost for consent of £110 once).

· Philippa Bramley will be writing the consent.

· After submitting advertising consent each business has to submit Listed Building Consent (if applicable).
More info: eva.stuetzenberger@destinationbristol.co.uk

	Info

All involved

Info

Philippa

All involved


	asap

tbc
tbc



	7
	2. MyHigh.St update 

by Tim Lewis, MyHigh.St

E-commerce platform for local businesses. 

MyHigh.St has developed a special Bristol section for their site that links to our Old City website. Please see: http://bristol.myhigh.st/
Some Old City businesses are already member of MyHigh.St. Now that site is further improved it would be good to get more businesses to join the site, to provide a comprehensive ecommerce offer and to fully utilise ecommerce opportunities. 

More info or to join: Tim Lewis, tim@myhigh.co.uk, tel 01749 676767 

	Info

All
	asap

	8
	3. Business Rates and Discretionary Rate Relief news 

by Eva Stuetzenberger, DB

Discretionary Business Rate Relief

Bristol City Council (BCC) has been revising its Discretionary Rate Relief policy for charitable and not for profit organisations. 

More info and the final application form will shortly be available at www.bristol.gov.uk/rates
The Government’s Autumn Statement announced various other reliefs on business rates, including: 

Small Business Rate Relief (SBRR)
An extension of the doubling of the SBRR.  

Information on SBRR can be found at www.gov.uk/apply-for-business-rate-relief/small-business-rate-relief.  

BCC is still awaiting guidance from the Government on the following:

Temporary Reoccupation Relief

granting a 50% discount from business rates for new occupants of previously empty retail premises for 18 months, to help reduce the number of boarded up shops on English high streets. The relief will be granted to businesses moving into long-term empty retail properties on or after 1 April 2014 and on or before 31 March 2016.

Discount of up to £1,000 
against business rates bills for retail premises (inc. pubs, cafes, restaurants and charity shops) with a rateable value of up to £50,000 in 2014-15 and 2015-16. 
You can check your rateable value at www.voa.gov.uk
More info: www.bristol.gov.uk/rates

	Info

Info

Info

Info
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	7. Funding opportunities 
by Eva Stuetzenberger, DB

Bristol Community Festival and Event Fund

· For Bristol based community groups, organisations and charities who are organising new or existing cultural festivals and events in Bristol.

· Applicable for events running from May 2014 to the end of April 2015.

· Max. £2,000 per festival/event

· Deadline 30th January 2014, 4pm

· More info: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/leisure-and-culture/arts-and-culture-funding
· or: Claire Teasdale, Arts Festivals Partnership Officer, Tel: 0117 9224665

Bristol Creative Seed Fund

· For creative projects. 

· Open to Bristol based community groups, organisations, companies, artists, individuals and local charities that are organising creative projects that enrich Bristol’s cultural calendar and benefit communities and artists across the city. 

· Two strands: 

· Artist/Arts Organisation Development Strand

· Community Arts Strand

· Projects up to £3,000 

· Deadline 30th January 2014, 4pm

· More info: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/leisure-and-culture/arts-and-culture-funding
· or: Claire Teasdale, Arts Festivals Partnership Officer, Tel: 0117 92 24665

Active Neighbourhood Transport Grant - Round 3 
· Third round of grants funded through Bristol's Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF) as part of its Active Neighborhoods’ Programme.

· To improve sustainable travel and transport.

· Grants from £500 - £3,000

· All projects need to be implemented before April 2015

· Deadline 28th February 2014

· More info:  http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/transport-and-streets/local-sustainable-transport-grants
Business grant to encourage sustainable transport

· Financial support for businesses towards on-site sustainable travel improvements, to help staff travel sustainably to/from/around work. 

· Fund provides 50% contribution towards any measures. For example:

· Secure cycle parking

· Shower facilities / improvements

· Changing facilities, lockers and drying

· Priority 2+  lift share spaces

· Dedicated lift share online groups – to help staff find lift matches

· Events or promotional incentives

· Any other measure suitable for your site and business

· Grants from £500 to £30,000

· Deadline 31st January 2014  

· More info: www.travelwest.info/grants
Funding for Broadband improvements
· For Bristol small and medium businesses 

· To upgrade their broadband by covering the upfront cost of installation

· Total £4.8 million funding available

· Applications until end of March 2014 

· More info: http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/Bristol-businesses-benefit-4-8-million-improve/story-20274187-detail/story.htl
· https://www.connectionvouchers.co.uk/
Bristol Neighbourhood Partnership (NP) Wellbeing Grant (Cabot, Clifton, Clifton East NP)

· For work that benefits residents of the neighbourhood partnership area.

· Approx. £30k per year
· Next round 28th January 14 then 24th March 14

· More info: http://bristolpartnership.org/neighbourhood-partnerships/cabot-clifton-a-clifton-east
NB: possibility to apply to this fund for Old City Christmas Lights 2014. 

Further discussions to follow. 
Other funding possibilities:

· Crowdfunding, e.g. www.spacehive.com

· www.neighbourly.com
New social network to help businesses connect with community projects. 

More info: eva.stuetzenberger@destinationbristol.co.uk

	Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info
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	8. News/Events, Updates, Questions 

CONSULTATIONS

Site Allocations & Development Management Policies 

Consultation until 17th February 2014

www.bristol.gov.uk/siteallocations 

The West of England Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic Economic Plan 2013-2030

Consultation until 24th January 2014  

www.citizenspace.com/bristol/west-of-england-partnership/lepsep
Budget update

At Cabinet on 16th January the Mayor’s final budget proposals were agreed.

Full Council to debate on 18th February.
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-and-democracy/budget-consultation-2014-17-0
PLANNING / TRANSPORT / PUBLIC REALM

Guildhall progress - update from Trevor Osborne

· Listed Building consent for hotel development granted.

· Currently looking for suitable sites to re-house adjacent Citizen Advice Bureau (to incorporate building into hotel development).

· Archaeological work and asbestos work to commence soon.

· Submission of full planning application dependent on progress with the above – probably around May 14.

New BRI Façade - Planning Application 13/05840/F 

More info and to comment: http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=MY44SCDNK8000
Castle Park update

Controversial plans to redevelop Castle Park have been scaled back as part of the revised Bristol central area plan. Under the new plan, the site earmarked for regeneration will exclude the green area inside the park between Lloyds Bank and St Peter's Church. A reinstated Mary-le-Port Street connecting Bristol Shopping Quarter and the Glass Arcade also forms part of the revised document.
More info: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/planning-and-building-regulations/bristol-central-area-plan
20mph speed limit

The speed limit order became operative in the Central Area on 20th January 2014.

More info: http://www.bristol20mph.co.uk/
Lighting for Leonard Lane

Lighting has been installed by BCC.

Eleanor Glover from Centrespace explained how strongly this has improved the situation for businesses in Centrespace.
 ‘Which side of the fence…..’ littering campaign

Launched on 16th December 2013.

Council enforcement officers and police community support officers, who have the power to issue on-the-spot fines of up to £75, will be out and about to reinforce the campaign message.

More info:  www.bristol.gov.uk/binit
CRIME/ASB

RadioNet

· RadioNet is a system that is being used by night time economy venues and retail outlets to communicate with each other and to provide timely information in relation to suspects and offenders involved in ASB /retail theft. The system is monitored all year round by 2 CCTV control rooms.

· Cost: £395.00 + VAT per year

· Some businesses in Old City are already using the system.

· Eva handed out information with key features and benefits. 

· Offer to visit CCTV control rooms on Tuesday, 11th March, 3.30pm. Please let Eva know if you are interested to attend.
· More info or to get involved contact: Jason.Husk@radiocoms.co.uk,                    tel 07739 349 799
Public Fundraising Regulatory Association

Management agreements to regulate charity canvassers in development. Consultation with group to follow.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
Docmail Local Post

Docmail Local Post is offering a postal delivery service covering Bristol and Bath.

Details of service:

· 2 day guarantee 

· delivered entirety by bicycle or electric vehicle 

· competitive price 30p + VAT

· owned by CFH DOCMAIL LTD, a print company 

· work with a number of opticians, vets, surgeries to send out posts to their customers and also dealt with the entire Council Tax forms for BANES

· offers cost savings (when compared to Royal Mail) and advantage of low carbon emissions

· More info: Talitha Burnett, tel 01761 410186, mobile 07872 992838

· www.docmailpost.co.uk
Bristol Business Guides – chance for free publicity

· BCC is updating its two business directories which promote Bristol as a place to do business and to help people access local goods and services:

· The Bristol Business Guide is a general compendium of business data and contact information for 5000 companies

· Bristol First is specifically aimed at Construction and Regeneration and contains 1200 entries.

· To claim free entry contact steve.gay@bristol.gov.uk
Utility brokering and group purchasing for Old City
Meeting on 5th February with Mark Taylor from Taylor Energy.

More info to follow at future meeting.
Group waste proposal for Old City
Possible cooperation currently discussed with Eunomia and Bedminster and Broadmead BID areas.

More info to follow at future meeting.

Bristol Pound

· Bristol Pound successful and growing. 
· Strongly involved in Green Capital events and initiatives.

· More info or to sign up: www.bristolpound.org or mike@bristolpound.org
YourStreet gift card

· Unique gift card scheme for independent retailers. 

· Benefit for retailers on YouTube:

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IK4l_WdGVI
· More info: contactus@yourstreetgiftcards.com
NEW BUSINESSES & BUSINESS NEWS
Now open: The Ox, 43 Corn Street 

http://theoxbristol.com/
Now open: Bagel Boy, 39-41 St Nicholas Street 

http://www.bagelboy.co.uk/contact.html
The Loungers, Cosy Bar concept

coming to 31 Corn Street in May 2014

http://www.bristololdcity.co.uk/news/loungers-cosy-club-comes-31-corn-street
Brooks Guesthouse

The retro rockets vintage caravans available to book from 2nd May. http://visitbristol.co.uk/xsdbimgs/brooks.jpg
Dominos 

Meeting held with Area Manager Steve Parker who wants to get involved and will update at a future meeting.

Area Manager reassured that new motorcycle storage in Bedminster Parade will store majority of motorcycles in future to minimise impact on Old City.

MARKETING & PR

Website and social media

Please upload your businesses on www.BristolOldCity.co.uk and follow Old City on Facebook www.facebook.com/BristolOldCity and Twitter @BristolOldCity

More info or to submit news/events: margaret@bristololdcity.co.uk
“12 Days Of Bristol” competition with “A Little Bristol”, Dec 13
850 views of the #12DaysOfPage, 200 entries and approximately 300 mentions on Twitter. #aLittleBristol will be honoring £750 worth of advertising in exchange for the prizes donated. 
Clifton Life feature "What makes Bristol tick every 24 hours”, January edition, pages 14-19
Many Old City businesses featured http://content.yudu.com/A2nw76/ClifeN171/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediaclash.co.uk%2Fcity%2Fadvertise&skipFlashCheck=true
EVENTS

Make Sunday Special 2014 

The following proposal is being discussed by BCC: 

· First Sunday each month, starting 4th May, in Old City (Corn Street and possibly side streets, but not Baldwin Street)

· 2 showcase events on 4th May and 22nd June (Big Green Market).

· Final decision at Full Council meeting on 18th February 2014.

Glass-House Debate Series - Should we build less and reuse more?

Wednesday, 5th February, 6.00-8.00pm, Arup, 63 St Thomas Street
More info: http://www.theglasshouse.org.uk/events/debates/
Italian Auto Moto Show, Saturday, 19th April, 11am-4pm, Corn Street

An Evening with Deborah Meaden for Above & Beyond  

Thursday 24th April, 5.30–8.15pm, MShed (new date)

More info http://www.aboveandbeyond.org.uk/evening-deborah-meaden
Bristol Walking Festival, 26th April – 26th May 
New Old City Heritage walk will be submitted as a proposed walk within the festival.
Bristol Food Connections, 1st – 11th May 
Opportunity for local restaurants, shops, hotels and producers to be involved in groundbreaking, citywide food festival. 

In collaboration with the BBC, Bristol City Council, Bristol University and other Bristol institutions.

More info: http://www.bristolfoodconnections.com/get-involved/
Love Your Local Market, 14th – 28th May

Various special markets in Corn Street

More info: http://loveyourlocalmarket.org.uk/
The Academy of Urbanism Congress, 22nd – 24th May, venue tbc 

The Old City will feature in this.

More info http://www.academyofurbanism.org.uk/
24-hour pedal car race, 11th – 12th October, College Green
Streets around College Green are to be transformed into an international 24-hour race track – for pedal cars. 

More info: http://www.bristolpost.co.uk/Pedal-power-Return-24-hour-race-brings-Monaco/story-20434345-detail/story.html#ixzz2qH6KnLyd
	Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

All

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

All 

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info

Info


	17.02.14

24.01.14

18.02.14

20.01.14

11.03.14

tbc

tbc
tbc

tbc

asap

From

04.05.14

05.02.14

19.04.14

24.04.14

26.04.-      26.05.14

01.05.-      11.05.14

14.05.-     28.05.14

22.05.-    24.05.14

11.10.-    12.10.14
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	AOB 

none
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	Next steps and date of next meeting 

Tuesday, 4th March, 6-8pm, Bagel Boy, St Nicholas Street 

	All
	04.03.14

	A

T

T

E

N

D

E

E

S
	Alan White, Guilberts

Anna Forrester, Mr Wolf’s

Brett Hirt, The Rummer

Dave Gorham, The Men’s Room

Eleanor Glover, Centrespace

Emma Stenning, Bristol Old Vic

Eva Stuetzenberger, Destination Bristol
Henning Lohlein, Centrespace

Jacob Pryor, BCC

Jason Barnes, Bristol Old Vic

Joe Wheatcroft, Source

John Richfield, BCC
Lucy Clarke, BrewDog

Lynn Andres, Guy Fawkes Hair & Beauty

Mark Rind, Café Revival

Michael Lloyd-Jones, Bristol Pound

Philippa Bramley, Bramley Pope Opticians

Rose Watkins, Kalahari Moon

Sam Gorham, The Men’s Room

Steve Morris, BCC Markets 

Tim Lewis, MyHigh.St

Tim Massingham, No 31 Urban Graphic

Trevor Osborne, TOP Group

Vicky Welchman, BCC

	A

P

O

L

O

G

I

E

S


	Alan Morris, Bristol Civic Society

Alex Reilley, Loungers 
Anne-Louise Perez, YourStreet

Carla Brooks, Brooks Guesthouse

David Parker, Domino’s

David Sheridan, Wards Solicitors

Leo Thompson, Bagel Boy

Margaret Stewart, Eddisons

Mark Wolff, Mr Wolf’s

Mark Wright, Cllr.

Nina Skubala, GoGreen Bristol

Peter Fleming, UWE

Sally Daniels, Centrespace
Teresa Tallo, Europa Restaurant

Terry Bullock, BCC

Tim Higgins, St Stephen’s 




Eva Stuetzenberger, 24.01.14
